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TREASURER ANGELIDES SEPARATES HIMSELF FROM GOV. 
SCHWARZENEGGER’S DEFENSE ON LAWSUIT BY STUDENTS & CIVIL RIGHTS 
GROUPS THAT CHALLENGES GOVERNOR’S UNILATERAL HIGHER ED CUTS  

 
SACRAMENTO, CA – California State Treasurer Phil Angelides declared in documents filed 
today with the California Supreme Court that he does not support Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s unilateral cuts to higher education – such as outreach programs for 
disadvantaged students – that are at stake in a recently filed lawsuit. 
 
Angelides comments came in documents filed by the Treasurer’s Office in connection with a 
lawsuit filed last month by two civil rights groups and students at the University of California. 
Angelides, as Treasurer, was named as a respondent in the lawsuit. In their petition to the 
California Supreme Court filed on January 21, Californians for Justice, the Equal Justice Society 
and the University of California Students Association alleged that the Governor did not have the 
constitutional authority to lower the car tax in November 2003, a move that deepened the state 
deficit, or to slash programs such as outreach efforts for the University of California and 
California State University systems. 
 
The suit also charges that the Governor illegally bypassed the Legislature in December when he 
declared a fiscal emergency and proposed $148 million in budget cuts, including cuts to higher 
education. The coalition that filed the legal challenge is asking the high court to block the cuts, 
especially those proposed for higher education programs. 
 
Angelides declares in his court filing today that he “did not participate in any of the decisions 
that gave rise” to the legal petition.  “Additionally,” the document says, “he does not support the 
reduction in funding for the educational programs at issue in this Petition.” 
 
In addition to the Governor and the Treasurer, the other respondents in the lawsuit include 
Controller Steve Westly; Sunne Wright McPeak, California’s Secretary of Business, 
Transportation and Housing; State Finance Director Donna Arduin; and Chon Gutierrez, Director 
of the California Department of Motor Vehicles. 
 
The Treasurer wants to separate himself from the joint defense of the other respondents because 
he did not participate in and does not support the funding cuts to education at issue in the case. 
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